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EVENTS
6 October, 1947
YALE MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE RESULTS OF THYMECrOmy IN THE TREATMENT OF
MYASTHENIA GRAvIS
GEoFFREY KEYNES
Excellent results have been obtained following thymectomy in persons
afflicted with myasthenia gravis, a rare neurological disorder characterized by
muscular weakness. With the advent of refinements in surgical procedure the
mortality rate has been greatly reduced. J. B. LeL
8 October, 1947
THE EDGAR ALLEN MEMORIAL LECTURE
CHEMICAL CARCINOGENESIS AND EXPERUMENTAL CHEMOTHERAPY OF CANCER
ERIC BOYLAND
(This paperwill bepresented in full in an early issue of this JOURNAL.)
12 November, 1947
YALE MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE RENAL SHUNT
J. H. CORT
The renal shunt has a path through the central nervous system and through
every peripheral nerve except the peripheral end of the vagus. An experimental
approximation of crush syndrome anuria can be cured by splanchnic block.
R. T. M.
THE RELATION OF SERUM PRECIPITABLE IODINE
TO SERUM ALBUMIN IN DISEASE
J. P. PETERS AND E. B. MAN
In patients with profound hypo-albuminemia the precipitable iodine of
the serum is often reduced to concentrations as low as those found in myxedema
without dinical evidence of thyroid deficiency. Administration of active thyroid
substance in doses that are effective in the treatment of myxedema does notYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
raise the precipitable iodine of these patients. Injections of enough salt-poor
human albumin to raise the serum albumin of-these patients considerably does
not consistently raise, and more often decreases, the precipitable iodine. The
significance and dinical implications of the serum iodine deficiency were
discussed.
Injections of enough salt-poor human albumin to raise the serum albumin of
patients with hypo-albuminemia considerably cause the serum lipids to falL
This decrease occurs whether the lipids were originally high or low and affects
all lipid fractions proportionally. R. T. M.
TONSILLECTOMY AND EXPRIMENTAL POLIOMYELITIS
H. VON MAGNUS AND JOSEPH L MELNICK
Does tonsillectomy render one more susceptible to poliomyelitis? The
authors attempted to shed some light on this question by conducting an ex-
periment with Cynomologous monkeys which are known to be somewhat
vulnerable to infection by the oral route. Statistically, the experiment was very
significant.
Fourteen monkeys had their tonsils removed by the snare method, and shortly
after were fed bananas that had been inoculated with poliomyelitis virus. Of
this group thirteen demonstrated the presence of the virus within the central
nervous system as evidenced by frank paralysis and typical histological lesions
in the spinal cord. Within the control, non-tonsillectomized, group of fifteen
monkeys of the same species which were fed infectious bananas, two animals
developed paralysis. This was explained by. the species' peculiar sensitivity to
occasional infection by the oral route. J. s. Le
THE EFFECTS OFMAGNESIUM DEFICIENCY IN THE RAT
W. A. KREHL
Rats fed on synethetic diets deficient in magnesium showed, in an average
of 15 days, convulsions with exophtalmos, retardation of respiration, and loss
ofconsciousness followedbydeath orrecovery. Somerecovered animals developed
calcification in the heart and kidneys. There was no evidence of dermatitis.
Alarge number ofanimals showed macrocytic and hyperchromic k a with the
presence of abnormally large numbers of normoblats. LT.M.
Dr. Grover F. Powers, Professor of Pediatrics and Chairman of the Depart-
ment, was honored on December 10, 1947, with the Borden Award presented
by the American Academy of Pediatrics. Established in 1936 to recognize and
encourage outstanding research achievements in the food industry and related
fields, the Borden Awards are administered by seven professional and scientific
associations. Professor Powers received a gold medal and monetary award for his
"outstanding research in the nutrition of infants and children."
On November 16, 1947, a portrait of Professor Powers was presented to
the University by present and former members of the staff of the Department of
Pediatrics. The portrait was painted in oils by Deane Keller.
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A post as Research Associate in the History of Medicine has been accepted
by Dr. Henry E. Sigerist, noted authority in this field, who recently retired as
Professor of the History of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University. Dr.
Sigerist is now in a small town near Lugano, Switzerland, where he hopes to write
an eight-volume history of medicine since the beginning of civilization. The first
of these volumes will probably be completed within a year.
Dr. William U. Gardner, Professor of Anatomy, on November 12, 1947,
delivered the James Ewing Memorial Lecture on cancer at Cornell University.
The title of his lecture was "Hormonal Imbalances in Experimental Car-
cinogenesis."
On November 19 and 20, 1947, Dr. John R. Paul, Professor of Preventive
Medicine, delivered the Gehrmann Lectures at the University of Illinois, College
of Medicine, in Chicago. Dr. Paul presented the results of recent investigations
upon the epidemiology of poliomyelitis. This lectureship was established in 1923
in memory of Dr. Adolph Gehrmann, for many years Professor of Bacteriology
and Public Health at the University of Illinois.
Dr. John F. Fulton, Professor of Physiology, was honored by the University
ofLondon when he was chosen to deliver the Heath Clark Lectures at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on November 4, 5, 6, 11, and 12, 1947.
Dr. Fulton spoke on "Aviation Medicine in its Preventive Aspects: an Historical
Survey," which included discussions of altitude sickness and acclimatization,
decompression sickness, pressure cabins and explosive decompression, "blackout"
and air sickness, and problems of safety in flight.
A professorship of oncology has recently been established in the Department
of Surgery through funds provided by the U. S. Public Health Service and Mr.
Robert Hunter of Pasadena, California. Dr. Samuel C. Harvey has been appointed
to this professorship, and has retired from his position as William H. Carmalt
Professor of Surgery and Chairman of the Department of Surgery. In his new
position Dr. Harvey will assume responsibility for a program which will provide
opportunities for laboratory investigation, and also for training medical students
and physicians in the special problems involved in the diagnosis and treatment
of cancer.
At the University convocation held as a part of the Centennial celebration of
the Sheffield Scientific School. honorary degrees were conferred upon two mem-
bers of the faculty of the School of Medicine. Dr. George Milton Smith, Research
Associate in Anatomy, was awarded the degree of Doctor of Laws for his dis-
tinguished service as physician and administrator, especially in the field of
research upon the problem of cancer. Dr. Hubert Bradford Vickery, Lecturer in
Phvsiological Chemistry, received the degree of Doctor of Science in recognition
of his leadership in the study of protein chemistry.